
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH10108 November 6, 1997
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow the House is scheduled to
vote on fast track legislation to pro-
vide this President with the same nego-
tiating authority that every President
has had since 1974 in this country. Op-
ponents argue that the debate is about
jobs. That is exactly what the debate is
about. This is a debate about whether
we are going to continue as a country
to enjoy the benefits of further exports
that provide high-paying jobs in our
country.

Fast track legislation has enabled
the Congress and the President to work
together since 1974 as the public ex-
pects us to do, to take advantages of
opportunities around the world, to use
our prowess as a country, our competi-
tive spirit, our resources to prevail in
the world economy. If we do not take
advantage of the opportunity to renew
fast track authority tomorrow, we will
lose a very important opportunity.

Yesterday I met with a worker from
my hometown who came up here to tell
me that his job and the jobs of his sons
were at stake unless we renewed fast
track authority. He was speaking on
behalf of countless workers around the
country who expect us to do the right
thing.

When we go to vote tomorrow, let us
keep in mind the jobs around the coun-
try that are at risk and the future jobs
we can provide for our children, and let
us pass fast track authority.
f

REPEAL THE IRS CODE
(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the House did something that every
single observer 2 weeks ago and a
month ago said was impossible, we
turned the tables on the IRS to where
citizens are protected; where taxpayers
will have new taxpayer rights; to
where, if people lose an IRS case, they
have to pay, but if they win that IRS
case, the Government has to pay. The
resources of the Government are no
longer overwhelmingly on the side
stacked against taxpayers.

But Mr. Speaker, the real villain is
not the IRS. We want to change the
IRS as we know it. The real problem is
the IRS Code. We need to repeal that
Code. We need to start over again. We
need to give the American taxpayer a
fair deal, a safe deal, a simple deal,
something they understand. The only
way to do that is to repeal the Code.
We need to do that when we get back
into this Congress next year.
f

VOTES ON QUESTIONS OF CAM-
PAIGN FINANCE REFORM NEXT
SPRING
(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recall to the Members of this
body that last weekend the Speaker of
this House indicated there would be a
vote on campaign finance reform next
spring. But that raises many questions.
For example, when next spring? We
need a vote as early as possible.

It raises the question of what kinds
of bills. I urge all Members of this body
to insist on a bipartisan bill and bipar-
tisan bills to bring to the floor in order
to vote on campaign finance reform.

We know where the Republican lead-
ership has been on this issue. The lead-
ership has said we need more money in
politics. We do not need to ban soft
money, we need to take off all the lim-
its on contributions to individual can-
didates. That is the wrong approach.
We need more controls on contribu-
tions in this country, we need less
money in politics, and we need to do
that by working together with the
other side.

The people back home want less
money in politics. The people back
home know that every voter, every
contributor, every person who wants to
participate in this system is being dis-
couraged by the very large sums of
money given to the national parties.
We need to ban soft money, we need
tighter disclosure on issue ads, and we
need a vote early next spring.

We will talk a lot less about cam-
paign finance reform if the Republican
leadership gives us a vote.
f

THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD
NOT BLAME THE UNITED
STATES FOR CASTRO’S FAIL-
URES

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday the United Nations once
again voted to condemn the United
States embargo on Cuba, demonstrat-
ing that when it comes to standing for
freedom and human rights on the is-
land, the United Nations members are
on the side of the oppressor, rather
than in support of the victims of the
Castro dictatorship.

The vote should come as no surprise,
because for decades the U.N. has cod-
dled the Cuban dictator, Fidel Castro.
We must force Castro to lift the embar-
go that he has on freedom and democ-
racy in Cuba. When will there be free
elections? When will Cubans be free to
express their opinions?

A serious problem also is the Clinton
administration’s unwillingness to
lobby our allies to support our Cuba
policy. Unfortunately, the administra-
tion’s inaction should be expected,
given its refusal to enforce the Helms–
Burton law, which was overwhelmingly
approved by this body just 2 years ago.
An embargo to support democracy for
Haiti, an embargo to support democ-
racy for South Africa, but when it
comes to Cuba, the United Nations pre-

fers to hypocritically flirt with Castro.
Blame the United States for Castro’s
failure? Shame on the United Nations.
f

FAST TRACK IS A JOB LOSER FOR
AMERICA’S WORKERS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, to
pass fast track the President said he
will expand job retraining and unem-
ployment counseling by $1.2 billion.
Unbelievable. The reason is very sim-
ple: More Americans will lose their
jobs on yet another fast track.

To be more specific here, fast track is
a loser, a job loser for American work-
ers. What are we retraining these
workers to do? How many more
pantyhose crotch closer jobs are really
out there, Mr. Speaker? Beam me up.

It is time to stand up and stop this
madness. American workers do not
want unemployment compensation,
they do not want retraining, they do
not want trade adjustment assistance.
They want to keep their jobs and take
care of their families.
f

IRS REFORM AND THE
BUREAUCRATIC TAX CODE

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the IRS
reform bill passed yesterday, which is
an important first step in the battle to
overhaul the current tax collection
system in this country. However, this
victory must be viewed with a little
cautious optimism.

Let us not forget that when the
President of this country was con-
fronted with the Senate finance hear-
ings that last month exposed the in-
credible abuse of power, which seems,
by the way, to be the way of business
over at the IRS, his first reaction was
to defend the IRS. Incredible, stupefy-
ing, the American people thought, that
this President’s first reaction was to
say, things really are not that bad.

He criticized the Republican tax re-
form plan. Of course, that was until he
saw the American taxpayers were hav-
ing nothing to do with his shrill criti-
cism, because they have known for
years that the IRS operates through
heavy-handed tactics, sloppiness, and a
lack of accountability. Any agency
that allows bureaucrats no account-
ability will, over time, abuse its power.

The IRS reform package passed yes-
terday 426 to 4. It will inject real ac-
countability to the IRS. Let us get rid
of this bureaucratic, selfish Tax Code.
f

NO MORE TAXPAYER DOLLARS
FOR EXPENSIVE FISHING EXPE-
DITIONS

(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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